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Ceres Hub
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Dear Parents/Carers
This week we had Kylie Graham, an experienced school reviewer, conduct a comprehensive
review of our school over the last two weeks. The review encompassed two key
components:

This thorough assessment encompassed two key components: the Victorian Registration
and Qualifications Authority (VRQA) standards and a firsthand observation of how our
school is operating on a day-to-day basis. Ms. Graham's expertise and keen eye for
educational excellence have provided us with valuable insights that will help us enhance the
overall learning experience for your children. Kylie spent time meeting representatives from
all stakeholders of St Jude’s, including our School Advisory Council , a parent group,
students across the school and all staff. Thank you for your continued support in making
our school a thriving and enriching environment for all. We eagerly await the official
feedback and recommendations, and we are committed to using this information to
continually improve and provide the best possible education for our students. The
recommendations will guide our strategic plan over the next four years.

Uniform
Last year we conducted a survey around our school uniform with input from Parents,
Students & Staff. It was clear that there was a feeling from all stakeholders that changes
were required in materials, colours and consistency. Below are some numbers and
comments from the 2022 survey.

Survey Numbers - (143 families responded)
80% would like to see a design change
64% would like to see a change to materials
65% would like to see a change in colours
80% would like to see black runners as a shoe option (this has already been implemented)

Parent Comments Student Comments

The mix of different greens and brands lowers the overall look of
everyone as a team.
I believe we should have a standard issued unisex pants and
shorts with a logo on them.
Very bland & very dated.
Jumpers not very warm
Polo shirt is a good design just fades easily due to the material
I like that it is a little different to the others in Langwarrin
Like that there are unisex options
My child says it’s cold in winter, investigate different warmer
materials (eg softshell, fleecy style top)
The gold fades and seems to change
Green and gold is a bit old.

I like the green shorts and shirts
I like that you can wear shorts with
sport uniform.
The winter uniform-It’s not warm
enough if you can make it warmer
please.
I don’t like the type of jumper
There seems to be different greens.
Some of the material is
uncomfortable.
A warmer winter uniform.
I like that boys and girls can wear the
same if they want to
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Along with our School Advisory Committee made up of parents and a uniform subcommittee
we will begin to look at some options over the course of 2024 that parents will have further
input into, with a view to any changes being available for the 2025 school year. We are
conscious of cost, accessibility and consultation in this process. Any changes would
happen over a long transition period (2-3 years) so that this is achievable for all in our
community. If you would like to be part of the subcommittee please let me know via email. We
are looking at having a couple of representatives from Junior, Middle and Senior parents.

Parking
We have had residents from units across the road from the school 17-19 Warrandyte Road
complain that some parents are parking in their car spots. We understand that parking is
difficult, however in fairness to our neighbours please avoid parking in residents car
spaces.

Reporting Absences
We are nowmandated to call families if an absence has not been reported. If your
child/children is going to be absent please call the school number and select the absentee
line when prompted. If you are taking holidays during the term please contact the office
with dates.

Upcoming Dates

24/11 & 1/12 2024 Prep Orientation

Thursday 7/12 Christmas Concert - Time TBC

Tuesday 12/12 Whole School Transition Afternoon (2024 Classes)

Thursday 14/12 Year 6 Dinner & Graduation. Dinner for Students & Staff
5pm, Graduation 7pm

Friday 15/12 Final Day for all students

Tuesday 19/12 Final Day for staff

Yours Sincerely

Marita O’Sullivan

Principal



Next weekend's Gospel is the last weekend of ordinary time in the Church. We understand that the season of
Advent is upon us. With this in mind I think it is fitting that the Gospel reading is yet another Parable all about
talents. Jesus describes in this parable that people are all given different amounts of talents from God. Some
big, some small but all to be used for the Kingdom of God.

It got me thinking about what my talents might be and how they are used. If you have got to know me this year I
hope I have portrayed the idea to you all that I see myself as a jack of all trades and definitely a master of none.
I have always thought I dont really have one niche, but rather love to try all things to see what I like. Over the
last few years I have come to think that maybe my main talent is helping others. I think I deeply care about
those around me and try hard to brighten their day. It is a gift I am forever grateful for and thank God for all the
time.

I wonder what your talents are? What do we see the most in our families, friends, children and in what way has
God helped shape them to be uniquely special? Maybe this week you can acknowledge and nurture the talents
of those around you. As we near the beginning of our journey to Christmas I wonder how these talents can
bring the spirit of Christmas alive in our community.

God Bless,
Lauren



National Recycling Week is held every year during the second week of November as an education and
behaviour change campaign. Every year since 1996 Planet Ark aim to use this week to increase
people's awareness of the environmental benefits of recycling programs. National Recycling Week
provides us all with an opportunity to move towards avoiding waste through building on our daily habits
to avoid, reduce, reuse and recycle at home, at work, and in the community.

This year at school we have asked classes to have a focus on Recycling and reteach what students
already know about the 4 bin system at our school. Did you know that we separate waste in every
area of our school into 4 categories, general waste, recycling, paper and compost. Moreover all paper
is collected, boxed and sent to a paper recycling place in Dandenong. The money raised from this
action is donated to St Vincent De Paul and used to help those in need.

This year at school we have also encouraged students to bring in old textas, pens, batteries and ink cartridges
that can be taken to officeworks to be recycled properly instead of ending up in landfill. Thank you for your
support with this.








