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Dear Parents/Carers

I hope you had a wonderful extended long weekend last week. I would like to thank each of you for making
arrangements to allow our whole staff to come together for extraordinary professional development last
Thursday and Friday.

On Thursday Doug Bailey, a trainer from Berry Street joined our staff to commence training in the Berry Street
Education Model (BSEM), focusing initially on the body domain. This model emphasises a holistic approach to
education, recognizing the importance of addressing all aspects of a child's development—physical, emotional,
cognitive, and social. By starting with the body domain, our staff is learning strategies to support students in
developing healthy physical habits, managing stress, and regulating emotions, which are fundamental for
creating a safe and nurturing learning environment.

We have begun applying the strategies learned on day one of our training, which has been an exciting learning
experience. We eagerly anticipate witnessing the positive impact these strategies will have on our students.
This training is timely as our school strategic plan which is outlined in our school improvement plan is based
around having a shared vision and using whole school approaches.

On Friday we revisited our school vision and looked at recommendations from our school review last year.
The two days were valuable for all of our staff and a great reminder that WE ARE BETTER TOGETHER!

SCHOOL PHOTOS
A reminder that school photos will take place next Monday 18th March. We ask that children are in their summer
uniform which includes plain white socks and plain black shoes. Children who have a PE class on Monday can
bring a change of shoes if their black plain shoes are not runners.

OUR WELLBEING HUB
We are extremely fortunate to have our Wellbeing HUB. It is a
place to celebrate and be very proud of. We constantly have other
schools visiting this dynamic space. The HUB is for every single
student at St Jude’s and we welcome parents to pop in to have a
look or to contact either Dimity Hemingway or myself if you have
any questions relating to the space.

The HUB is a vibrant space which has six learning zones which
cater for different learning styles. The entire space is fitted with
contemporary furnishings including pedal desks, whiteboard tables,
wobble stools, stand up stations, and soft furnishings.

Learning that takes place in the HUB includes literacy, numeracy
and social & emotional capabilities which are undertaken either
independently, in small groups or whole class. The HUB is always staffed with members from our Wellbeing
Team.
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One zone is dedicated for small group work where students are extended in their learning, we call this
enrichment. There are also students involved in intervention groups where skills are explicitly taught to enable
students to improve in their academic growth.

Students also have the opportunity to work independently in the HUB on
classroom tasks. Students are either directed by the teacher or choose
this working space themselves. This is an excellent opportunity for
students to experience working in an alternative space from their
classroom, where they can choose different furniture options.

One of the zones is called the 'Take a Break Space’ and is filled with
sensory tools. Children are explicitly taught how these tools can be used
to help them be the best learners that they can be. Children have the
opportunity to have a ten minute break when they feel that this will help
them. Using this zone can be student or teacher directed.
 
Since the establishment of the HUB many benefits have been witnessed
with children flourishing with their learning.

Yours Sincerely

Marita O’Sullivan

Principal

2024 School Closure Dates

Term Date Reason

Term 1
Thursday 28th March

1pm Finish
Last day of Term 1

Term 2 Friday 26th April (following ANZAC
Day)

Time in lieu

Friday 28th June
1pm Finish

Last day of Term 2

Term 3 Wednesday 24th July
1pm Finish

Parent Teacher Interviews

Monday 9th September Curriculum day

Friday 20th September
1pm Finish

Last day of Term 3

Term 4 Friday 1st November Curriculum - Assessment &
Reporting

Monday 4th November Time in lieu

Tuesday 17th December
1pm Finish

Last day of Term 4



This week is one of my favourites for the year. The week around St Patrick's feast day (Melbourne’s Patron

Saint) Melbourne Catholic Schools celebrate Catholic Education Week. This is a time for all of us to stop,

reflect and celebrate all the wonderful things that make our Catholic schools so special. It is a time to think

about how we are called to be ‘In The Light of Christ’ with all that we say and do.

I took some time to ask some of our students about why they love coming to school at St Judes and why

they think we should celebrate this week. Here were some of their responses.

I love that it is a Catholic school and we learn about God, at my old school we didn’t do that! Also

I love all the teachers they really care about me

I love coming to school. All the teachers are kind. I have so much fun at St Judes!

I have friends here and I have lots of things to learn- it’s just live, laugh and learn

I love that we believe in Jesus, this school can help my spiritual link to know that he is

watching over us

I love that we can get the opportunity to learn about how Jesus did wonderful things for the world.

I also love our St Judes community because everyone is positive and always willing to try.

This week take some time to think about how your family can be in the presence of God and how we can be

Jesus’ heart and hands in our world. Also you might like to take some time to say a prayer giving thanks for

our school and community.

Reconciliation

Tonight some of our Students will be receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time. They

have been preparing by using the example of Jesus to know how to treat people with respect. They have

also explored two key gospel passages of ‘The Prodigal Son’ to think about how we are called to forgive and

John 13: 34-35 “Love one another as I have loved you.” to think about the way they treat others with

respect and Love.

This week your family might like to say a prayer for those who will be receiving the sacrament while also

asking your family about what it means to you to “Love one another as I have loved you.”

Have a wonderful week,

Lauren Considine



Harmony Week

18 - 22nd March

We are approaching a very important time of the year, where we celebrate

our school’s cultural diversity. Harmony Week is all about inclusiveness,

respect and a sense of belonging for everyone. Throughout next week, we will

be participating in activities to promote that everyone belongs at St Jude’s.

On Thursday the 21st of March, we will be celebrating ‘Harmony Day’ at

school. On this day, students are invited to wear the traditional outfits or

national colours of their culture, Italian colours or alternatively, they may like

to wear the colour orange, as orange is the colour chosen to represent

Harmony Week..

As part of this event, we are kindly requesting a gold coin donation, which will

go towards supporting the incredible work of Caritas Australia. All staff and

students will be given wristbands to wear for Harmony Day. The school

leaders will come around on Thursday morning to collect donations and give

students the wristbands to wear, and the wristbands for all staff will be in

the Staffroom.

Harmony Day - Assembly

The Preps will be hosting our Assembly on Friday 22nd of March from 8:45am

to celebrate Harmony Week.

To celebrate Harmony Week, all students will be enjoying an Italian

performance, "Vacanze Romane" (Roman Holidays), presented by Spectacular

Spettacolo on Wednesday morning from 9:30 - 10:30 in the Hall. During all

Specialist classes on Tuesday and Wednesday, students will be engaged in

Italian themed activities.

















John Paul College welcomes applications for Year 7 2026.

Places are available for students in Year 5 who are interested in applying for Year 7 in 2026. Families are
encouraged to submit an online application at their earliest convenience or prior to the Catholic Education
enrolment date of Friday 16 August 2024, to avoid joining a waitlist.

For information on how to apply or to submit an online application to John Paul College, please visit:
https://www.jpc.vic.edu.au/home/information/enrolments
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